
The Frick Collection
Facilities Expansion and Enhancement and Master Plan

Location        New York, New York 

Architect       Beyer Blinder Belle /  
                          Selldorf Architects 

Services         MEP/FP, Energy Analysis,   
 Technology Design

Size                     197,000 square feet

Cost                Confidential

Completed      In Progress

Pittsburgh industrialist Henry Clay Frick engaged Carrère and Hastings to build his family 
a home in New York City, and the building was complete in 1914.  In 1935, the late Gilded Age 
mansion was converted by John Russell Pope from the Frick’s private residence to a public 
museum consisting of exceptional galleries and gardens. A separate building on 71st Street 
was erected in the same year to accommodate the growth of the Frick Art Reference Library. 
Today, the institution is recognized as one of the world’s premier museums and research 
institutions. Kohler Ronan is pleased to have been selected as the consulting engineer 
providing comprehensive MEP/FP and technology design, as well as energy analysis, for the 
expansion and enhancement to The Frick Collection facilities, starting with the master plan.

The project marks the first comprehensive upgrade to the Frick’s buildings in more than 
eighty years, during which time its collections and public program offerings have grown 
significantly. The plan honors the unique residential character of the Frick, the preservation 
of which is a guiding tenet.  It will allow visitors to enjoy the famed permanent collection 
galleries as they always have done, with enhancements permitting public access to the second 
floor of the former home. At the same time, it addresses a range of pressing institutional 
needs:  to create critical new resources for exhibitions, conservation, education, and public 
programs, while also upgrading visitor amenities and overall accessibility. The design fosters 
a seamless flow throughout the museum galleries, library, and public spaces. The institution’s 
long-term sustainability, including its ability to advance its mission, care for and present its 
growing collection, is a critical feature as well. Therefore, underground and behind-the-
scene facilities will be within the project’s scope as well, and infrastructure upgrades will 
incorporate MEP/FP, IT infrastructure, electronic access control, video surveillance, lighting, 
and building envelope.
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